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Looking threugh Gaiteo’s telescope, heid by italian museum curator Giorgio Strang, is Sieve Sayder, a Frankin

 Arrivederci

TOM GRAUSH | Staft Photographer.

Institute vice presidant. Watching were (standing, from left} italian scholar Andrea Bermardan, o thor Andrew

Chaikin, and chiet astronormer Derfrick Pitts. .

VAR G e s

s telescope

is a major star here

By Sam Wood
INQUIRER STAFF WHITER

For tive months, the telescope built by the master
mmself served as the centerpiece of the Franklin
Institute’s summer exhibition “Galilep, the Medici
and the Age of Astronomy”

In that span —— which Derrick Pitts, the institute’s
<hief astronomer, described ag “a semi-religious ex-
pertence” — the museum's attendance swelled be
wond expectations. Though museuwm goers were not
illowed to handle the priceless artifact, 1t Jdid not
take much imagination to put themselves in the 17th-
Sentury sctentist’s shoes.

“With it, he would have been able to see the phases

of Venus, the craters of the moon, and Jupiter with *

i3 four largest and brightest moons,” Pitts said.

Built in 1609, Galileo fashioned the instrument us-
ing two half-shells of carved wood bound together
with copper wire, wrapped in paper, and varnished.

“It was the anly telescope found among Galileo’s
personal belongings when he died,” Pitts said.

But yesterday, its public qonmer sojoum in America
— the first time the telescope had vver traveled outside
italy — came to an end

Shortly before noon, Pitts and Andrew Chaikin, a,
visiting science writer, peered through the scope one
last time. .

Then Giorgio Strano, the extubit's Italian curator,
donned a pair of cotton gloves. With an assistant, he
zently lifted the mahogany-colored tube, swaddled it
with white archival paper, and gingerly placed it into

See on Bil
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