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How the Franklin Institute wooed the only remaining functional

Aghts 10 exhibit the (elescope.
for e sumimariong show on
Gaiileo antt astroncarmy.

STUART WATSOM
Carstar Glorgle Strane of the Institute and Mussum
oA the History of Science, Florence, coprasenter of
the Gatteo axhiba, instaily the telescope.

By Christopher Visicjha:
POR. : Exnibiion

THE INgUTRER "
he Italian musews’s direc
tor pulled cut a stack of let.
ters and, one by one, laid
them atop his desk at the
Institute and Museum of

 the History of Science in Florence.

It was late 2007 and appeals were
pouring in from museums in China,
Kores, Germany, New York, Chice-
20, and a host of cities around the
giobe, though the International Year
of Astrononty was still more than a
year away.

“Tutti voglione il mio telescopio,”
Paolo Galluzgd 3aid. “Everyone
wanis my telescope,” the oaly re-

Sead, 'S ) 1 ¥, m

by Gatileo Galilei, whom Albert Ein-

UBA SOOFREY
Amoay stifacts will be scientific tools  The exkibit inchedes
the Medict coliaction. Three itafian
curaters have overseen nstalation.

swead By the Medicis, the powerkol
tamity who funded Galitao's work.

telescope made by Galileo out of Florence to celebrate
astronomy and “the father of modern physics.”

Galileo, the Medici,
asnd the Agn of Asircacmy
Ssnwdey Trough Sept. 7 at the Fransen

inxtiute. 20th Strwet wid the Parkuway
rormation: 215-448-1200, www A ock:.

stein called “the father of modern
physics — indeed, of modern sci-

ence
Marths McGeary Snider, a Phila-
delphia philanthropist and board
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CALILED from (1

this week. But in the end, Phil-
adejphia’s Franklin Institute
won exclusive rights to exhib-
it the telescope, along with &
trove of artifacts that be-
langed to the Medicis, the
powerful Florentine family
whose prosperity and influ-
cace spanned rthe 1tith
through the 18th centuries.

It is the first instance since
Gultleo's time that the instru-
ment, 3 feet long and lnoking
ke a1 weathered cardboard
tube, hag left Florence.

‘Galileo, the Medict, and
the Age of Astronomy,” timed
o coincide with the Interna-
tional Year of Astronomy and
the 400th anniversary of Gali-
ag’s first “spyglass,”. opens
Shturday, marking the con-
summation of what Soider
and Dennis Wint, the Frank-
lin's president and chief exec-
ive, have called a long, and
“hallenging, courtship.

When Wint met in [taly
vith Snider and Galluzzd in
late 2007, he was coming off
the Franklin‘'s hugely success-
il teg of the traveling “King
Tut and the Golden Age of the
Pharachs” exhibition, which
drew 137 million visitors.
That, plus its reputation as a
preemment science  institu-
son, and Philadelphia’s foca-
tion in the Northeast Corri-
dor, helped convince the [tal-
ans that the Franklin was pre-
cared 1o host some of rheir
st revered artifacts,

Gatluzzi and his museum
santed to be a presenter, not
st a wender, and they have
been involved throughout the
preparstions. Three Ralian
curaters have overseen the
pretecuon, novement  and
Shcement of the telescope
uid ather mstounents that be.
whged to Guliten, as well as
yatrings of Medicis, prints,
nanuscripts, and rheir hands-
an cartual Couaoterpants.

Foen betore advancing to
‘me o eshibition’s  nteractive
slaypen of oprics, which
kB sosuade those pning to
Jevssoin oye (o G ahlea’s un-
Poastiable WY year obd tens,
csttaes will notice trght ghiat
ko off hrass ool vhnse
Sep amnptions omd hash
% Caite Chegr sges and

STUAAT WATSON

Galites’s telescope srvives st Frankfin Institute, Overssan by curator Grorgio Strano “att] from
Florence. For Derdek Pitts. Frankin 3 nuel astronomar, & ~as *8 semi eligious Lxpsriance.”

atility. Their nnamental de-
igns suggest that <uch tools
were constdeced chjects of
st anta themselves, inam
mate soidiers tn an army of
sossesstons the Medios waw
ss ymbals of their ntloence

CAfter hus tare 1609 disov
cry of Hogg snoans arbiting fu
piter which he samed after
the Modwls f.ahilen wuc

cesstully jobbied Goand Duke
Cosama Hote punsar his
vk Uelebrity fSollnwed. I
an crany Aot lest on Snider,
the tegarey of the Medics naw
teing anphified by the vn-
cong popstarty of one of
thewr Biany Reneficiaries §
“There sere lotg of (istity-
tons that wanted caly the
tefesnpe,  Wint says Thats

i~

act sutfficently comprehen-
sve for s And so the higger
tory of Ganteo nd the con-
cext of the tume 18 seslly the
vy that we wanted to refl,
d that's shat makes o ko
wsigue Sere.”

“ialiles” 1 what Wing cails
t mitsion cdvbton I
Ioesn’t Bave the @IHz or popu-
iy appest of Blockhusters

like those that have featured
‘Tut, “Body Worlds,” the Titms.
ic, Star Wars o, opening in
May, Star Trek. Those shows
provide the profit margiy that
makes exhibitions such sp
“Galfles” possible. ;
“Ths business modet is 'no
margin, no miasion,'” He
says. “You may have the -
est mission in the world, but
you can't sustain it. ‘Galileo'
allows us to say, ‘This is ow

‘migsion. It i unique, it is

ance-in-a-lifetime, only ig
Phitadeiphis, only in the Units
ed States, one of only two
sites in the world — it’s here.

“Tb what extent will our au-
dlence respond to a heavily
higtoric exhibition ls a ques-
tion Even if the attendance is
relatively small, we sguld
atill do it because it's w0 im-
portant. 1t's such an impoe
tant story to be told.”

In March 1610, Galiles sent
Cosimo 11, the fourth
duke of Tuscany and a dedict
whom he had taught as a
child, a treatise called “Starry
Messenger.” He wrote that he
had devised & “spyglass” and
had seéfi the face of the
moon, fixed and nebulous

- stars, aud the Milky Way. But

his focus was “four planets
flying around the star of Jupd-
ter at un intervals and
periods wonderful swift-
ness; which, unknown by any-
one until this day,” he named
“the Medicean Stars.”

It was a tantslizing stroke
— Galileo, claiming God had
“ad: me” to do sa,
had granted to mortals the
naming tights to heavenly
bodies, which until then be-
longed only to mythological
figures. He became the Med}
cis’ highest-paid employee of
his time.

Fir Derrick Pitts, the Frank-
lin Institute’s chie{ astrono-
mer {and, nn Monday night's
uibert Report, Calileos en-
tree into late-might televi
wonj, the arrival and unpack-
‘ng of the telescope - une of
rwo that have sorvived :ince
Galtles's time - #88 “1 semi
celigious expenience.”

During that brief part of an
sfternoon last aeek, no barri.
er wparated S from the
ol that oday cemk quaint

eos telescope

Sept, 7 at the Frankiia .
_Institute, 20th Street

and the Parkway

B Houwrs: 9:30 am,

o 5 p.m. daily. (closed

Apeill 23 for Frankiin - .

Awarda Day)
B Admission: Adults,

_§14; seniors (62 and
_oiden), §19.78,
# information:

when compared to most ama-
teur telescopes, let alone to
one of its most productive de-
scendants, the Hubble Space
Telescope.

“Hers I am, standing inches
away from the instrument
that opened the heavens to
astronomicsl research,” Pitts
says. “And here I am at the
tool of & master, someone
whae not only crafted the tele-
scope, but had the wherewith-
al to really understand the im-
plications of what it was he
was doing.”

Galileo’s work helped estab
lish the sclentific method. It
led to Isauc Newton's laws of
maotion and, eventually, to Ein-
stein's special theory of rela-
tivity.

It also led to his epic rift
with the Catholic Church. But
that's a tale better left to the
exhibition itself.

The igreement ta tend the
artifacts to Philadelphia was
galvanized, Snider says, as
she and Vint dined with Gal-
luzzl in Florence in late 2007,
She watched the two of them
:alking, and her eyes briefly
canght Wint's.

Later, as they walked dung
the cobbleatone streets,
‘shat's «hen [ felt like my feet
verent quite touching the
iround. And we just looked at
cach gther, 1ad Demus <aid,
You knsw what?  chink this
right happen.””



